Sleeping distance in relation to sexual state in the Arctic blue fox.
The paper provides comparative data concerning sleeping distance in relation to sexual state and hierarchical dominance in the Arctic blue fox. Increasing levels of vulval swelling and electrical resistance of vaginal tract were inversely related to sleeping distance between the highest-ranking male and each female on heat. A mating pair typically slept no further than 50 cm from each other. One month after copulation, the distance was already more than 200-250 cm. It can be concluded that oestrus-associated changes in sexual hormone levels have an influence on observed changes in sleeping distance.